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Clearwater of New Jersey 
P.O. Box 303 

Red Bank, New Jersey  
07701 

 
Clearwater Hotline:   

732-872-9644 
e-mail: 

info@mcclearwater.org  
 

www.mcclearwater.org  
 

www.myspace.com/njclearwaterfestival  
 

Upcoming Events and 
Meetings 

 
Sunday, February 1 

Monthly Membership 
Meeting  

Eatontown  Community 
Center, 72 Broad St. 2pm 

 
Sunday, February 15 
Environmental Cmte 

Cobblestone Restaurant 
Eatontown 

 
Wednesday, February 18 

Festival Committee  
 

Monday, February 23 
BOD Meeting, 

Eatontown Library , 7pm 
 

For more info on CoNJ 
meetings go to: 
www.mcclearwater.org/calend
ar.php  

 
Board of Directors 

President: Chrissie 
Goedkoop 
Vice President: Ed 
Dlugosz 
Treasurer: Tim Johnson 
Secretary: Joellen Lundy 
Ben Forest  
Jim Franchi 
Andrea Spinelli 
Al Schnitzer 
Marylin Johnson 
George Moffatt 
Lynn Humphrey 

 

 Fort Monmouth Restoration Advisory Board Open Hous e 
On January 10, 2009, Lynn Humphrey, Tom Mahedy, Tim Johnson, George 
Moffatt and I had a unique chance to attend the Open House at Fort 
Monmouth and see first-hand some of the tireless work our former President 
Ed Dlugosz has been involved in for many hours and many years.  He has 
been a prominent member of a group called RAB (Restoration Advisory 
Board) at Fort Monmouth.  Your first reaction may be the same as mine:  
What is there to be cleaned up when former barracks and laboratories are 
turned into private land? 
 
The answer is “plenty” when those buildings served as a Research and 
Development facility for many items such as batteries and electronics, and 
when, as it used to be the fashion in those days, no one considered the 
people and the wildlife in the area when disposing of wastes right then and 
there.  Among the contaminants found in a preliminary study are PCBs, 
DDT, Radon, Lead, Chromium, Lithium, Cadmium, Zinc, Beryllium, and 
Benzene.  Various cleanup methods were discussed, none of them ideal: 
·  Capping entire areas with a permeable layer and then turning them into 

parks.  That may prevent direct contact with contaminants, but it will not 
prevent further leaching into the streams and the groundwater. 

·  Using enzymes that feast on the very things that would kill us if we tried 
to do the same.  This method is slow and will require subsequent testing.  
However, it is easy to start, and this has been done in some areas. 

·  Using chemicals to neutralize acids and alkaline materials into harmless 
salts.  This method would be faster, but the heat developed in the 
processes would kill every plant and living being now there, including the 
useful enzymes. 

The biggest problem, however, seems to be one of priorities.  It was pointed 
out several times by representatives of the Fort that money had been set 
aside for further BEE studies and remediation, but may have to be diverted 
because national security would be given priority. 
 
Seems impossible?  Well, cleaning up the Hudson River may have seemed 
impossible a few years ago, and Ed is certainly following in the footsteps of 
our great role model Pete Seeger in his tireless devotion to this cause.  On a 
hopeful note:  I noticed Cindy Zipf of Clean Ocean Action and members of 
the Environmental Partnership in the audience.  It looks like Ed’s work may 
finally get the publicity and attention it deserves. 
By Ingrid Heldt 
Singer-Songwriter for Peace 
(Formerly Civil Engineer at the Coney Island Sewage Treatment Plant) 
 



 
 

Article Deadline for the 
March issue of 
MC Clearwater 
Newsletter is  

Monday, February 16 
 

E-mail your articles to 
info@mcclearwater.org  
 By the deadline stated 
above, please use the 
phrase “MC Clearwater 
article” in the subject of 

your e-mail 
 
 

CoNJ Membership Info: 
www.mcclearwater.org/do
cs/membership-form.htm 

 
 
 

If any of the links 
do not work, cut and 
paste the full URL into 
the address box.   

Editors’ Note: 
The Open House began with the quarterly meeting of the RAB in the Gibbs 
Hall.  The FM Installation Command DPW exhibited over 140 posters in the 
7200 square foot  Banquet Room depicting details of the 43 contaminated 
sites defined in the Phase 1 Environmental Condition of the Property (ECP) 
and the newly discovered contamination among the designated 27 parcels 
of the Phase 2 ECP.  On a series of posters, each site or parcel was defined 
by a map indicating locations, lists of the contaminants of concern (i.e., only 
those pollutants that exceed NJDEP standards for industrial usage—
contaminants existing those levels were not identified), containment/ 
remediation plans, and status.  The 43 original Phase 1 sites were 
evaluated at the Tier 2 level.  The Phase 2 sites are considered to be 
assessed at the Tier 1 level and are awaiting formal Baseline Environmental 
Evaluations (BEE) which will determine whether or not further Tier 2 
assessment and remediation planning are required. 
 

AWL Guest Speaker at January’s General Membership M eeting 
By Ed Dlugosz 

CoNJ hosted guest speaker Julia Millan Shaw of the Alaska Wilderness 
League (AWL) at its January meeting.  Ms Shaw presented a provocative 
slideshow detailing the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the current 
threats to this special place on the northernmost coast of the United States.  
Its nearly 20 million acres comprise one of the last places on earth where an 
intact expanse of arctic and subarctic lands remain protected. Yet this 
remote and undisturbed wilderness sits today at the crossroads between our 
short-sighted reliance on oil and a lasting conservation legacy for our future. 
Critically important in its own right, whether to drill the Coastal Plain of the 
Arctic Refuge for oil or protect it as Wilderness is also a defining 
environmental issue of our time.  
 
Arctic Refuge boasts a wide diversity of species, many endangered and 
threatened including:  
- Mammals:  Polar Bears, Caribou, Wolves, Arctic Fox, Arctic Ground Squirrel, Wolverine, 

Musk oxen;  Beluga, bowhead, narwhale, and other whales; walrus, and seals 
- Birds:  Over 130 avian species including eagles, hawks, Sand Cranes, Snowy Owls, 

Pacific Loons, Long-tailed Ducks and many more 
- Unique insects and plant life 

Alaska Wilderness League is seeking to 
avoid another catastrophe like Prudhoe Bay 
(PB) on Alaska’s North Slope which lies 
only 100 miles to the west of the Refuge.  
PB is considered the largest industrial 
complex on the planet.  Its proximity to 
wildlife has already negatively affected 
wildlife health and populations both locally 
and afar.  PB contains: 19 major oil fields; 
3,800 wells; and 25 oil production plants.  
The pollution impact includes: 1000 sq. 
miles of coastline already lost; all existing oil 
fields are already toxic; and 400 spills each 
year.  According to AWL pollution was 
caused by typical lack of on-site oversight 



and questionable disposal practices.  The abundant contaminants include 
acids, lead, pesticides, solvents, heavy metals. Sound familiar? 

AWL sees its role as constant vigilance and a steady, informed lobbyist for 
the environment challenging the petroleum lobby.  AWL feels only a 
congressional Wilderness designation will secure permanent protection. The 
League has Washington presence at its D.C. headquarters.  When asked 
what we can do, AWL says:  Dedicate, Decide, Demand, Donate!  For more 
info: www.alaskawild.org. 

 
Next General Membership Meeting, Sunday February 1,  2 PM 

Guest Speaker:  Jennifer DiLorenzo, Monmouth University, Urban Coastal 
Institute Liaison will make a presentation on “Sustainable/Resilient Coastal 
Communities”.  Meeting will be held at the Eatontown Community Center, 72 
Broad St., Eatontown. 
 

LNG Terminal Opposition 
By Ed Dlugosz 

Clearwater of NJ again showed its opposition to the placement of Liquified 
Natural Gas (LNG) terminals off the coast of NJ at a public meeting held on 
January 27, 2009 at the Sheraton Hotel in Eatontown.  The hearing followed 
an 90 minute Open House displaying plans for the project.  Ed Dlugosz and 
Joellen Lundy represented Clearwater and voiced our position against the 
counterproductive importation of LNG fossil fuels, its impacts on the 
environment, and the “accidents waiting to happen” on what COA calls the 
“Insanity Island”.  While this public meeting, hosted by the Coast Guard, was 
a hearing on Atlantic Sea Island Group project, Clearwater also opposes the 
all other proposals are on the drawing boards.  Kudos to COA for their 
steadfast pressure that they’ve engendered. 
 

It’s About Time—Together! 
By Ed Dlugosz 

Clearwater once again was happy to support the Father Time project by 
bringing its environmental messages to the children and parents 
participating in the 4th Annual Environmental “Sense of Wonder” Expo held 
at the Bolger School in Keansburg on January 24.  The Father Time project 
grew out of the simple idea that kids needed time with their Fathers and 
what better way than go fishing together.  As mentioned, the concept has 
grown from its simple premise and now has been portrayed in its vision 
statement as:  “To model, protect, and instill a respect for the environment 
and wonders of the natural world”.   
 
What a joy to see families—fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, and 
all permutations thereof—discovering together the mysteries of watersheds, 
plankton, and sea critters of all shapes and sizes. Curiosity was keen as the 
boys and girls asked questions and kept the hands-on displays in motion.  In 
keeping with the original idea, fishing games, arts & crafts, and contests 



kept the children animated.  

 
Jeff Johnson, the organizer, put a wonderful quote in their handout that 
bears repeating to us all:  “If a child is to keep alive his sense of wonder, he 
needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, 
rediscovering with him/her the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we 
live in.”—Rachel Carson. 
 

Pete Seeger at the Obama Inauguration Concert 
If you have HBO and didn't catch the Inaugeration Concert"We Are One" on 
January 18, Pete, his grandson Tao Rodriguez Seeger, and Bruce are 
leading a rendition of This Land is Your Land.  Pete's set is the penultimate 
one just before the America the Beautiful.  Familiar sight at the Lincoln 
Memorial and the crowds.  If you don’t have HBO, here’s a German news 
version of the set:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xg0wiOHc9tI 
 
For more, up-to-the-minute CoNJ news and archives g o to:  
http://www.mcclearwater.org/news.php 
 
If you need to pay your membership dues, please go to the Clearwater 
website:   www.mcclearwater.org/docs/membership-form.htm 
 
Quote of the Month: 
"Take heed to the word of our grandfathers who instructed us to "take care 
how you place your moccasins upon the earth...for the faces of future 
generations are looking up from the earth, waiting for their turn for life." Oren 
Lyons."  

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!! 
“In the end, we will remember not the 

words of our enemies, but the silence of 
our friends."  

 
- Martin Luther King Jr.       



 
Newsletter Information 
Editorial Committee: 
Ed Dlugosz, Lynn 
Humphrey, Jack Charlton, 
Al ��������	  
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